HIKINGIN ANDORRA

40 SISPONY: MUNTANER PASS-
ENCLAR PEAK

Comapedrosa peak

Field gentian
(Gentianella campestris)

Located squarely in southwest Andorra, the
Enclar range is a mountainous feature very
different from neighbouring massifs and ran-
ges. It is bordered by the Muntaner river on
the north, the Valira del Nord river on the east
and the Gran Valira river on the southeast.

A stretch of mountains from Enclar peak to the
banks of the Os river marks the political boun-
dary between Andorra and Spain. Specifically,
it is delimited by the Os river on the south and
west and the Muntaner river on the northeast, in
the lands of Alt Urgell. In fact, the Enclar moun-
tain range would be a mountainous island if it
weren’t for Muntaner pass, which links El Cubil
peak in the north with the group of mountains
surrounding the village of Pal.

The fact that the massif in the area is borde-

red by an old glacier basin highlights its abrupt
appearance. The slope on the northern side is

O\a ndorraworld f

TOPONYMY

Enclar:

If the etymology of this word is
Latin, from claru, “that which lets
itself be seen well”, it generally
means “peeled” in the names of
mountainous areas and may be of
Celtic etymology.

Carroi peak

not particularly steep, but glacial activity has gi-
ven it a unique look when compared with the
neighbouring mountains. According to the side,
the symmetry of the vegetation is spectacular.
To the north, it takes the form of a dense and
uniform cover of alpine and Euro-Siberian spe-
cies, mainly mountain pine (Pinus uncinata), fir
(Abies sp.), birch (Betula sp.) and alpenrose
(Rhododendron serrugineum). The southern
side has greater diversity, since the distribution
of species varies according to the relative po-
sition they occupy on the slope (gullies, rocky
areas, mixed areas, etc.). Some Mediterranean
species are promiment, such as the holm oak
(Quercus ilex), which probably reaches its gre-
atest height in all of Andorra here. The upper
reaches of the mountain range are covered on
both sides with alpine meadows of fescue and
scrublands of genista (Genista balansae) and
juniper (Juniperus communis).



ENCLAR PEAK

*You can return by following the same route.
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