HIKINGIN ANDORRA

23 FROM LES PARDINES TO L’ILLA
POND VIA THE REFUGE AND
COLLADA DELS AGOLS

DON’T MISS...

DID YOU KNOW?

TOPONYMY

Sant Romà de les Bons, which is the most
iconic and renowned building among the Bons
monumental site. It’s a circular, Romanesque
church with a single nave and a semicircular
Lombard Romanesque apse facing East.

in this parish there are a number of
orris, which are simple drystone huts
that were used by shepherds until the
start of the 20th century. They’re often
surrounded by drystone enclosures
where the herd was gathered.

Coma Estremera:
According to the book “Encamp,
toponímia”, the name is descriptive, as
coma means “valley” or “depression”,
and Estremera derives from the noun
extrem (far end). Thus, Coma Estremera
is the “Furthest Valley”.

Lilium Pyrenaicum

Paradisea Liliastrum

This itinerary passes through a particularly
beautiful area belonging to the parish of Encamp. The landscape is made up of unique
and superb valleys such as the Vall de les
Agols Valley; along with Ensagents Valley and
La Coma dels Llops, these valleys form the
Gargantillar, which is a fierce and daunting
sight. This route isn’t for people who aren’t regular hikers, as it’s 5 hours long and has elevation differences of more than 1,000 metres.
The first stretch passes through the Vall
de les Agols valley, among a forest typical
of Andorra’s valleys, comprised mostly of
mountain pine (Pinus uncinata), with some
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andorraworld

Agols refuge

scattered specimens of deciduous trees such
as the mountain-ash (Sorbus aucuparia).
The second part of the ascent travels through
the Madriu-Perafita-Claror Valley, declared a
World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 2004, in
the category of cultural landscapes.
The L’Illa shelter, located at the highest point
of the route, was an unmanned mountain
shelter until not long ago, when it was
renovated. It is now one of the 4 manned
shelters in Andorra and can accommodate
more than 50 people.
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2.440 m

4.550 m 2h 50’
(+204 m)

N42 30.018
E1 36.861

Once you pass the shelter, pay attention to
the stone markers, as there are no more
yellow dots to mark the way. The path continues southward until it reaches a dry stone
wall with a large black arrow.

5.175 m 3h 20’
(+165 m)

N42 30.097
E1 37.141

The path continues toward the east, following a commanding granite scree for
several hundred metres. Head towards
Cap dels Agols, toward the east.

5.650 m 3h 35’
(+65 m)

N42 29.970
E1 37.465

Walk eastward, along the Cap dels Agols
plateau, until you spot the first lake. Be
careful not to mistake it for the Estany
Blau (Blue Pond), which is to the south.
Reaching it involves a steep descent.

N42 29.858
E1 37.894

The path continues eastward, descending
gently, and passes above the first pond.
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FIRST POND 6.390 m 3h 55’
(-110 m)
2.560 m

--

N42 31.826
E1 36.012

To get to the start of the route from
Andorra la Vella, follow CG-2 until the
kilometre 6 signpost. When you reach
the Funicamp, take road CS-220. At
kilometre 3,at the Les Pardines car park.

SECOND
POND
2.575 m

7.050 m 4h 05’
(+150 m)

N42 29.867
E1 38.224

The path doesn’t go down to the first
pond, but continues to the east until, to
your left, you’ll see the second pond.

N42 31.811
E1 35.913

Go straight until you see a forest track
with a metal gate. A few metres from here
you’ll find the “Camí dels Agols-Madriu”
(Agols-Madriu path).

THIRD POND 7.330 m 4h 15’
(+5 m)
2.565 m

N42 29.805
E1 38.418

Continue eastward, among large blocks
of granite, until you spot the third pond to
your right.

N42 29.715
E1 39.480

The path continues toward the east
and descends towards the round pond.
Follow the left bank of the pond. L’Illa
pond and its shelter are just a few metres from there.
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PLANELL
DEL GILET
1.922 m

1.495 m 1h 05’
(+302 m)

N42 31.379
E1 36.227

A narrow path flanked by small blocks
of granite. The descent, which passes
through the Quer forest, is constant and
challenging. The path follows the course
of the River Montuell until it reaches the
“Planell del Gilet” (Gilet Plateau).

3.075 m 2h 05’
(+315 m)

N42 30.666
E1 36.536

The path continues to the left, parallel to the
stone wall. Leave the Montuell path behind
and head south, amidst the blocks of granite.
At this point the path rejoins the river. The
forest opens up as you approach the Pleta
Nova sheepfold. The Agols shelter is just a
few metres from here. The view to the North
is truly exceptional: From here you can see
Athe peaks of Casamanya, la Serrera, Fontblanca and Comapedrosa, among others.
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L’ILLA POND 9.180 m 4h 45’
(+114 m
2.515
-165 m)
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