
W
A

L
K

IN
G

 I
N

 A
N

D
O

R
R

A 

BEHIND THE NAMEDID YOU KNOW...DON’T MISS...

Creussans lake 39	

Jacint Verdaguer was a priest and also one 
of the most important Catalan writers of the 
Catalan Renaissance (Renaixença). He was 
born into a modest – but not uneducated – 
family in Folgueroles in 1845. From a young 
age he discovered his interest in popular tra-
ditions and during his time at the seminary 
in Vic he received an ecclesiastical educati-
on and became familiar with rhetoric and the 
classics while also writing poetry. His works 
include the romantic epic poems l’Atlàntida 
and Canigó, as well as the poetry collections 
Idil·lis i cants místics, Pàtria, Montserrat, Flors 
de calvari and Aires del Montseny. Other pu-
blished works include Excursions i viatges, 

Dietari d’un pelegrí a Terra Santa, a collection 
of popular songs and a series of articles pu-
blished in the press.

This is one of the routes he took to write Ca-
nigó, a Pyrenean legend from the times of the 
Spanish Reconquista. It deals with the Pyre-
nees mountains, studying their geography, 
history, folklore and legends. Hence, Canigó 
has become one of the masterpieces of Ca-
talan literature. The road is closed starting at 
the first station building. You will need to find 
out the timetables. However, you can go up 
on the Gondola.

Cortinada: 
From the Latin cohortina, derived from
cohort, meaning “corral”. The ending
-ada has a collective value.

The forged iron rails in the church are 
a clear reminder of the iron industry in 
the Ordino valley.

the visit of the Tristaina Viewpoint. A unique 
space with spectacular views.

Ceussans chair lift Meadows in AransOrientation charts Sculpture along the Ruta del Ferro
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TECHNICAL
INFORMATION

WRONG DIREC-
TION

ROUTE SIGNAGE

6h

5h

-1.335 M

15.200 M

NO
APPROXIMATE TIME

ENCODINA
1.725 m

CASTELLAR
BRIDGE
1.850 m

LA REBOLLISA 
AND EL 
SERRAT IN-
TERSECTION
1.535 m

LES
SALINES
1.465 m

LLORTS
MINE
1.425 m

LLORTS
1.425 m

LA
CORTINADA
1.335 m

7.320 m
(-125 m)

5.740 m
(-90 m)

8.790 m
(-190 m)

9.730 m
(-70 m)

11.400 m
(-40 m)

12.200 m
(0 m)

15.200 m
(-130 m)

3h

2h 35’
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3h 50’

4h 15’
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5h

Go through the tunnel, then continue on the El Corb 
path until you reach the Encodina meadows, where 
there is a picnic zone.

Continue along the old road until Castellar bridge, 
where there is a milking stall and a cabin. This is 
also the starting point heading out to the emblematic 
Font Blanca peak. The path continues under Caste-
llar bridge, where there is a small tunnel.

Hike down the forest until you once again cross 
the Tristaina river. After crossing the river, you’ll 
come to the intersection with La Rebollisa bridge.
A few metres away you can see the church of 
Sant Pere del Serrat.

The path goes by the forge bridge and carries on 
parallel with the Valira del Nord river until Les Sali-
nes. Here you will find a local fish farm.

Take the path that follows alongside the river until 
it reaches the CG-3. Cross the road and hike up 50 
metres or so until the Llorts mine, which can be vi-
sited in summer.

Follow the Iron route for a few metres and you’ll find 
the Ferro fountain (“iron fountain”). Now cross the 
Les Moles bridge into the village of Llorts. Here you 
can visit the church of Sant Serni de Llorts.

Now you have to go back down to the Les Moles 
bridge. A few metres ahead, you’ll see the sculptu-
res on the Iron route. Before you reach Arans, you’ll 
go through some hay fields. When you reach La 
Cortinada, you can visit the church of Sant Martí, 
as well as the sawmill at Cal Pal.
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Follow CG-3 until the Coma del Forat valley, at the Ar-
calís-Vallnord ski resort. You can either take the Creus-
sans chair-lift or walk up the path of the same name. 
Once at the top, you’ll fund two orientation charts.

The path will go down a bit until it reaches Creus-
sans pass, where you’ll see a plaque commemo-
rating the priest Jacint Verdaguer’s entrance into 
Andorra on 25 August 1883.

The path descends gently through some alpine 
meadows. After the descent, the incline becomes 
pronounced until you reach Creussans lake.

Go down a ski slope, then you continue heading 
southeast until the La Coma d’Arcalís restaurant 
some 400 metres down the road. The road runs 
parallel until you cross la Coma del Forat river. Turn 
onto El Serrat.

The path goes down alongside the Tristaina river 
until it crosses it. You’ll then pass by the El Bruig 
grazing area, where there is a cabin. A few more 
metres further, you’ll find a turnoff that goes up to 
Esbalçat lake. The path will continue in the direction 
of El Serrat.
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2h 15’ Descend toward the dam and, heading east, until Les 
Marrades del Bruig. Here you’ll cross the Les Planes 
river and come upon the old road.
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