68 LA MARGINEDA-PIC BONY DE LA
PICA-SISPONY-LA MARGINEDA

WALKING IN ANDORRA

Bony de la Pica

DON'T MISS...

Visiting the Margineda Archaeological Site.
The main archaeological site on the history
of Andorra, dating back to the Pareatges
period (1278-1288), documents on which the
independence and hegemony of Andorra has
been based over the centuries. We can boast
having survived more than 700 years without
a single military conflict.
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This demanding yet breathtaking circular
route will provide you with the chance to
discover the Enclar valley. Declared as the
first hunting preserve in 1987, this area is
home to fauna of exceedingly high value,
such as the largest population of chamois
in the Principality, both in extension and in
number of specimens.

Its diverse vegetation allows visitors to observe
the different species as they pass through the
different areas. The mountainous area is whe-
re you can find red elderberry (Sambycus ra-
cemosa), common box (Buxus sempervirens)
and downy oak (Quercus humilis). The subal-
pine zone is home to the Scots pine (Pinus syl-
vestris), and as you come closer to the alpine
zone this is replaced by mountain pine (Pinus
uncinata), the last species before reaching the
alpine pastures.
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DID YOU KNOW...

That close to the start of the route
you can see the Torres dels Russos, a
building designed by Cesar Martinell,
built in a contemporary style with
touches of Noucentism and which
represents one of the most important
pieces of granite architecture.

BEHIND THE NAME

Bony de la Pica:

According to the book “Arrels
d’Andorra” (Roots of Andorra), the
word ‘pica’ is used when the peak is
made up by two twin peaks or when
the peak is shaped in the form of a
small cut-shaped crest. Etymology:
feminine form of the word Pic.
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In these areas, close-by the town, visitors of-
ten see Eurasian crag martins (Ptyonoprogne
rupestres), common swifts (Apus apus), black
redstarts (Phoenicurus ochruros) or European
serins (Sernus serinus). The rocks are home to
a vast number of Iberian wall lizards (Podarcis
hispanica) and in the cooler parts, there are
common wall lizards (Podarcis muralis).

When on route it is essential to look towards
the sky every so often, given that this route is
one of the best areas in Andorra for observing
large birds of prey.

The return route will pass through the Sispony
pens, where you can enjoy the agricultural
landscapes and the good preservation of its
farm buildings. Take the Rec del Sola path to
enjoy its unique views over the capital’s urban
centre to end the route.
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Sispony, you will have to cross the River Hortons.
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