WALKING IN ANDORRA

0/ ESTANYS DE MONTMANTELL 1 PIC
DEL PLA DE LESTANY
(COMAPEDRUSA NATURE PARK)

Montmantell lake and Pla de I'Estany peak, 2859 m

Hunters’ cabin Northern wheatear

This itinerary is located in the Valls de Comape-
drosa Nature Park, a natural area created in 2003
and extended in 2006. It’s one of the Principa-
lity’s most alpine areas. It is home to a number of
glacial lakes, including Estany Negre, Estany For-
cats and the Montmantell lakes, the latter being a
main point of interest along this route.

It's a tough route: although it's not technically
complicated, the last stretch involves overco-
ming a small ridge. It passes through a variety of
different kinds of landscapes, allowing hikers to
admire the magnificent Pla de I'Estany or the ti-
meless Montmantell ponds. It ends with a spec-
tacular panoramic view of the Pla de I'Estany
Peak, located on the northern border.

The flora that you'll be surrounded by along

the route is mostly made up of deciduous trees
which, as you gain altitude, will give way to fo-

visitandorra.com

Negre lake and Comapedrosa Peak

rests of Scots pine (Pinus sylvestris). There are
also plenty of hazels (Corylus avellana), whose
leaves are rugged, pointy and serrated, wild
cherry trees (Prunus avium) and wayfarers (Vi-
burnum lantana).

The fauna is also plentiful, including white wag-
tails (Motacilla alba), Eurasian wrens (Troglodytes
troglodytes), European robins (Erithacus rubecu-
la), common blackbirds (Turdus merula), long-tai-
led tits (Aegithalos caudatus), Eurasian blue tits
(Cyanistes caeruleus) and European goldfinches
(Carduelis carduelis).

It isn’t difficult to see small mammals either, par-
ticularly red squirrels (Sciurus vulgaris). Wood
mice (Apodemus sylvaticus), bank voles (Clethri-
onomys glareolus) and garden doormice (Eli-
omys quercinus), on the other hand, are more
difficult to spot.
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